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300 THE EUROPEAN CITY

provided by the mature feudal system and increasingly agricultural productiviry as the

.li.rr",. *"i-.d between the ninth and fourteenth centuries. Germanic peoples estab-

lished most of the new cities during this era. Europe's urban focus shifted to ne\'

,.florrr, parricularly the po-Veneto Plain and the Germanic Low Country/Rhinelands

in northwestern conrinental Europe (fig. 10.4). A combination of factors explains the

concentfation of cities in these two regions. First, they were both areas of relative polit-

ical stabiliry. Second, they were agriculturally rich areas, for example, the Po Valley and

the rich 
"gri.,rltrr."i 

loi"nd, 
"rid 

d.1,", of the North European Plain. Finally, they

*.r. g.ogi"phically strategic sites for the development of significant trade network'

Nonh".rnltiy was in a pori,io.t to capture a share of trade movements across the Alps and

could take 
"j,r",l,"g. 

oi th. Po Rivei and the northern Adriatic Sea to build a far-flung

Figure 10.4. Dislribution of imporlont cities, obout 1500 c'E. Northern ltoly ond north-

west continentol Europe hod become the new urbon centers in Europe Thousonds of

smoller towns do not oppeor on the mop, source; Pounds, N. J. G. 1989 Hearth and

Home, Bloomington, lN: lndiono University Press,260'
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Figure 10.5. Toledo, in lhe cenllol Meseto of spoin, on exomple of o river-meonder
urbon site. The originol settlement, now the core of the city. loy inside the loop of the
incised meonder of the Tojo River. Such o locotion provided noturol defense on three
sides, (Photo by T.G.J.-8., 1986.)

of Sweden, occupies a lake-island site, originating on a dozen or so small islands in the
area where Lake Mdlaren joins the Baltic Sea. Perhaps even more appealing, the
offshore-island site combined defense with a port facility. The classic .*a-pl., V.ni.e,
rests on wooden pilings driven into an offshore sandbar, which separated a coastal
lagoon from the open Adriatic Sea. Larch wood imported from Russia serves as Venice's
foundations. Defensive concerns were also an ingredienr in the choice of sheltered har-
bor sites, where narrow sea entrances could be easily defended from attack by sea. Oslo,
at the head of a lord in Norway, and the Portuguese capital of Lisbon both occupy shel-
tered harbors.

High points offered obvious defensive advantages. Many towns lie at the foot of a
for.t1fied high point (fig. 10.6). Such cities often derived their names from the strong-
hold, as is indicated by many place names ending or beginning in -burg, -bourg, ,boig,
castelo-, -grad, and -linna, aIl of which mean fortress ot castle in various E rropean l"i-
guages. Scottish Edinburgh (Edwins fort), dominated by the impressive Castle Rock,
provides a good example, as do Salzburg in Austria and Castelo Branco in Portugal. Other
cities sited adjacent to fortified high points include Prague, Vaduz in Liechtenstein, Sion
in Switzerland, and Budapest. Closely akin are rhose rowns and cities that, in their form-
ative stage, lay entirely on high ground, often adjacent to the stronghold. Examples
include Belgrade (white fortress) on a high bluff overlooking the confluence of the
Danube and Sava fuvers; Segovia andZamora in Spain; La6n in France; Shaftesbury,



*{

#{'i
t

I

dlrq sarrs a8puq poo3 '?er? u?qrn eqr or a8prrq aqr 3o lrrprturi rqt pu8rs .a1r1 aqr
pup, '2lrtLtq v8puq 'ruod?urpnltrur 'srureu u,ro1 'saSpirq3o Surpynq aLIr prrrrrpq spsq
pu? queq ulrg pu? sur?JJts pJ,{\oJJ?u aJer{,r\ sJtrs lq pa,r.-ras s?,{\ uoEtrunJ JEIrurs V

'3unrs ur:q:n ur s,r\olpr{s ra^rr Jo acurtrodrur rerxloJ agr rse8
-Sns urc8e rsno erJt uo ploJpag pue ,?r-I oqt uo proJtrrH ,srur?qI ei{l uo proJXO Jo
s:nD qsrlSug aq1 '(p.ro; ,suerssag) trn:Jss?H pue ,(p:o3-aur,us) rrn3ura.tr.q:g .(uaxo .rog

Pro-l) rrnjursqlo Jo su,^^ot eqt pu5 a.{\ ,trnjluet{ Lrrou rr^ry ursw ar{t uo ulearlsdl
'rrit14 ueado:nq qrroN erll pre,r\or pr?,^ qlrou sassrd ure14 aurq6 ,raddn aLIl urog atnor
Jp?rl luaDu? aqt JrJr{,r\ 'Ja^ry ur?W aqr 3o Surssor: lsea ur le sJrl lurtu-ra3 u1 (pro3

.s1ur:g) rrniluerC 'ytol- pue tu{- jo srxgJns gsrlSug pu? ueurraD aqr Surpnpul ,sproJ

,1O :ruruodurr -raruJoJ Jrll at€frpur l?L[] saruEu JEaq sonrf sruos 'setrs poo8 pa.raj3o
'rurlJ s€,t\ P3q slr Pue ,{\ollErls sE,&\ uj€eJls al{l 3-raq,{\ <satrs pJoJ Js u 'uoluruol oumfeq
sr8pr:g aro3rg '.porred ye,ralparu ,{1;ea eqr uJ .stuerlf,reul *{t roJ sa8rtue.tpe passassod
sf,trs Jo sed,{r snoraurnN 'satnor ap€rt uo ,{e1 reqr sarrs ploq8uo-Ds patrelas dlp.raua8
's:ror u?qrnrrd uorj senrlJo ruaudola,tep er{t roJ alqrsuodsa_r dla8rrl ,stuerlJrrry

.4IETI 'ouro-)
)ruoj{ ur sp'-aiuory ro -ruow xgard aruru meyd aqt l?rg spuel a8en8utlacuEruod ur
!u.\\ot JIril qlns ueUO 'p8nlro4 ul rpl1 ap olatst3 pur :pur18uE ur u.{\ol ilrq uor-Es e

( ezoL 'e- l er
^tr c1cLl!) Alunces .roJ 'sessel+lol eq+ o+ +uocorpD o+ocol o+ esoqc snelcnu uoqrn
c - 0 ro eq.; Ourloerc .rol elqtsuodsel ero/v\ otl^ s+uoqcre4 l4rc eql 1o eu11A1s or.]+ e+ou
- *:o ll+s sesser+to,r penresetd Alln1r1noeq eql loot+solselcoe puo lolnces,slurod q01q
.= _ _,cl o,^\+ +nq euo +ou lo +ooJ eq1 1o pedole^op uots o.fts uoqln lurod_qOrq eq1 1o
3 r*cx3 uo'sulDi /stolon ro uoluo3 ssti\^s aql ut ,uollls/uots;o {rc aq1 .g.01 oln6ll

€0€. AJ-I]'IVAEiCEW EHI



304 THE EUROPEAN CITY

explain the location of many cities back in Roman times. Historic London Bridge, of
which several have existed through history, originally stood at a point on the Thames

River just upsrream from the marsh-flanked estuary, at a site where the banks were firm
and the strearn was narrow. It served as an important river crossing on the Roman
route from the Strait of Dover to the interior of England. Examples of bridge-centered

cities from the medieval period include Cambridge (bridge on the Cam River) in
England, Pontoise (bridge on the Oise River) near Paris, Bersenbriick (broken bridge)
in northwestern Germany, Innsbruck (bridge on the Inn River) in Austria, and

Puente-la-Reina (queens bridge) in Spain.

Many ciry sites north of the Alps are riverine because navigable streams have long

served as trade routes. Confluence sites, where two rivers meet, are common. The

German city of Koblenz, at the juncture of the Rhine and the Mosel Rivers, actually

derived its name from the Latin word for confluencr, while Passau in the German

province of Bavaria may be the only city where thlss 1ivs15-the Danube, Inn, and

Ilz-meet at precisely the same point. The rise of Paris was facilitated by the conver-

gence of the Marne, Oise, and Seine Rivers in the general viciniry of the ciry and Lyon

profited from its position at the confluence of Rh6ne and Sa6ne Rivers. Head-of-

navigation sites serve as transshipment points, such as Basel on the upper reaches of
the navigable sector of the Rhine River in Switzerland. In countries such as Finland,

where an intricate network of lakes and rivers provided the major trade routes, fortifi-
cations built at strategic narrows sometimes provided urban nuclei, as at Savonlinna
(castle in Savo province) and Hdmeenlinna (castle in Hlme province).

Crossroad sites occur throughout Europe. One of the more famous is Vienna, the

Austrian capital, located where an east-west route connecting the Hungarian Plain

with southern Germany along the Danube Valley met the ancient north-south route,

which skirted the eastern foot of the Alps and passed through the Moravian Gate to
Poland and the Baltic Sea. Hanover in Germany stands at the juncture of an old route
that runs along the southern edge of the North German Plain and the road that fol-
lows the course of the Leine fuver through the Hercynian hills south of the ciry.

Leipzigwas made famous by its trade fair, which occurred there because the city was

situated at the intersection of two main trans-European ffading roads during the

Middle Ages.

Seaport sites often are found at or near the juncture ofnavigabie rivers or estuar-

ies and the coast, for example, London, Hamburg, Bordeaux, and Gdansk. In south-
ern Europe, however, the seasonaliry of precipitation and short length of many
streams rendered rivers less useful for transportation. Great ports usually developed at

the juncture of highways and the coast rather than at the marshy, shallow river
mouths. Cddiz lies some 30 km south of the mouth of the Guadalquivir River, and

Marseille is weli to the east of the Rh6ne delta marshes in southern France. Other
Mediterranean rivers such as the Po and Tevere also have no major ports at their
mouths, in part because of silting.

Although mercantile activiry was by far the most significant of the economic func-
tions served by the medieval city, other economic factors were occasionally determi-
nant in siting, in particular mining and the operation of health resorts. Extraction of
iron ore, copper, salt, silver, and other minerals or metals often gave rise to mining
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Figure 10.10. Streel plons of medievol lowns in Germony. In Heilbronn the costle-
fortress. the Deutschherrenhoi wos the successor to on oncient Fronkish fortress.
The church, town hall, ond morketploce shored the center of the city with the
fortress. Heilbronn wos heovily domoged in World Wor ll. Nordlingen, where the old
outer woll is still intoct, hos lhe moze of streets iypicol of medievql towns, An ecrlier
woll thot wos outgrown is cleorly troced by the circulor street. Sources: Gutkind, E,

A. 1964-69. lnfernafional Hisfory of Cify Developmenf, New York: Free Press; Dickin-
son 1945.

irregular, a function of a lack of planning (fig. 10.10). The city's mosr important
church, marketplace , and civic buildings were often found near the center of the
town, but streets met at odd angies, and blocks (to the extent one can use the term)
took on the shape of parallelograms or triangles. Many of these cities had walls,
which gave rise to an abrupt urban-rural transition. As cities expanded and those
walls had to be built farther out, the traces of the former walls were left in the
street pattern. Note the inner circle of streets in the urban plan for Ncirdlingen
(fig. 10.10).

In marked contrast to the irregular street pattern of most northern European
cities, the cities of the south that could trace their roors to rhe Romans, Etruscans,
or Greek colonists were characterized by a grid pattern. One can still see traces of the
ancient pattern today in cities such as Pavia and Naples in Italy, Cologne (Koln) in
Germany, Zaragoza in Spain, and Chester in England (fig. 10.11), although later
irregularities in the street pattern often make it difficult to detect the original grid.
In the late Middle Ages, the gridiron plan experienced a revival and served as the
model for new towns founded by the Germans in east-cenrral Europe and by the
French kings in southern France. The latter were often fortified towns designed to
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Renaissance-Baroque Urban Development
(1500-1800)

After about 1500, the founding of new cities declined markedly, except in the far
north. City-states gave way to iarger, more powerful kingdoms. Urbanization contin-
ued to affect a smali part of the European population. In 1500, only 4 million of the
85 million Europeans lived in towns with populations of 15,000 or more, about 5o/o
of the total. The Low Countries and northern Italy, the most highly urbanized areas,
could claim only about 12 or l3o/o of their populations as urban, whereas only 2o/o of
the Germals, French, and English lived in large towns at that time.

Nonetheiess, a number of noteworthy developments in the urban structure of
Europe occurred from about 1500 to 1800. Most notably, this period saw the rise of
national capital cities to urban primacy, particularly in western Europe. Fueled by the
growing concentration of wealth associated with the increasingly successful European
state-building project (see Chapter 6) and by the wealth flowing into parts of Europe
from the earlyperiod of colonization, some cities exploded in size. I1 1400, London
had only 50,000 inhabitants, and Bristol, its major rival English port, had 30,000.
Three centuries later, London had grown to 700,000, while Biistol remained at
30,000. cities such as London, Amsterdam, paris, and Madrid underwent dramatic
modifications as they grew, as seen in major public projects that served to enhance
their grandeur. But, in many cases, ir was a grandeur nor just borne of internal suc-
cesses but of an exploitive colonial relationship with other parts of the world.

A related feature of the Renaissance and Baroque periods was the development of
urban planning. Inspired by classical ideas and the field of geometry Renaissance town
builders laid out districts with, for example, radial street p"r,.r.r" focused on a royal
palace. Cases such as Palmanova, Italy, provide an extreme case, with a srreer pattern
radiating out in a full circle from a point at the center of the town (fig. 10.12). Not all
parts ofEurope had rhe resources or space to devote to such proj.cts, however, and in
some places, towns declined during this period. The disruption of trade ties in north-
ern Italy, for example, led to some outmigration from towns and cities.

The Industrial City

European cities changed rapidly after about 1800 as a result ofthe Industrial Revolu-
tion. Manufacturing became the dominant function of many urban centers, putting
an end to the age of mercantile cities (see Chaprer 8). The hallmarkof the iniustria'i
phase was a great increase in city size, prompted by the gravitation of the majoriry of
the European population to urban, industrial areas. England and v/ales urbanized
more than half their population by the 1850s. A half-century later, more than three-
quarters of the English and velsh lived in cities, and Germany had become the sec-
ond country ro have over half of its population living in urban areas. Many other
countries, especially in northwestern Europe, reached this level by 1930, and the trend
continues to spread toward the peripheries (fig. 10.1).
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bear the name of the major ciry that lies on their rail route. In Paris, one finds the Gare

{e Lyon (station of Lyon) at the terminus of the rail line leading out to that ciry the
Gare St. Lazare, the Gare d'or16ans, and so on. In some in.tan.Jr, one suburban rail-
road station serves as the main one, where trains for all destinations may be taken, but
the traveler must sometimes choose correctly among five or more stations to find the
right train.

In rime, the slum hovels of the preindustrial periphery gave way ro more sub-
stantial buildings as the city grew, and some prosperous neighborhoojs developed. In
function, this ring came to be dominated by residences, railroad srations, anJ retail
activiry. In capital cities, a nationalist-infused desire to develop visually impressive
symbol of greatness, and a concern to break up or control workei gh.tto, led L plans
to build grand, straight ceremonial avenues or boulevards in the pieindustrial p.ilpt -
ery' sometimes even penetrating into the preindustrial core. Thousands of P"tiri".rr,
for example, lost their homes through royal decree to make way for the champs
Elysdes (fig. 10.13). These impressive avenues provide a marked conrrasr ro rhe
remainder of the street partern.

As the preindustrial periphery was made over, rhe poorer people, the new
migrants, and many of the factories were pushed out to anorher ring around the
European ciry that is, the industrial suburb. This area was characterir.d by a dingy
halo of factories, huge apartment blocks or row houses for the workers. and railroad

Figure 10.13. The chomps Elys6es in poris, o clossic exomple of c nineteenth-cen-
tury urbon developmeni project designed to highlighi the giories of Fronce ond fqcil-
itote movement within the French copitol. (photo OV n.A V., ZOOf )
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Figure 10.14. Munich, Germony, ond Milwoukee, wisconsin, metropoliton oreos
drown to the some scole. The two urbon oreos hove similor populotions, but notice
how much more compoct the built-up oreo of Munich is. Source; After Holzner, L. 19g6.
ln Reseqrch Profile, Milwoukee, wl: University of wisconsin-Milwoukee Graduote
School, 9 (2): 18

160/o of aII urban residences in \(/est Germany. Throughout Europe, many urban-
ites preferred to live close to the center of rown, where the old city core served. as
a place ro gather after work, to stroll, and to dine. Many ciry dwellers resided at
least within walking or cycling range of their place of employment, though com-
muting was becoming increasingly common.

4. An irregular street pattern in the preindustrial core and periphery. This was a prod-
uct of the unplanned development that occurred before the Industrial Revolution,
and it was only broken up in parts of some cities by the decision to channel indus-
trial wealth into the kinds of grand urban planning initiarives described above.
But irregulariry was the norm. In parts of southern Europe, particularly lberia,
Arabic influence in streer pattern produced a particularly twisted maze with
numerous dead ends, as in the old quarters ofToledo, Lisbon, and Seville. As cities
industrialized and grew, planners often succeeded in creating more regular street
parrerns farther from the core, but, even rhere, a strict regularity was hard to a
achieve because of the need ro connecr the new .,..., p",,.in with the old, wind-
ing pattern of the core. Most of the streets in the core were narrow and ill-suited
for the age of the automobile, and, in many insrances, arremprs to modify the
crazy quilt pattern of streets and render it more suitable for motorized traffic flow
were resisted. \Tartime destruction leveled as much as 80o/o of the buildings in
some German cities, providing an opportunity ro revise street patterns in the cen-
tral portions. Urban planners wanted to lay out broader and stiaighter streets, bur
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Figure 10.15. poris, looking westword from the Eiffel Tower. An Americon would mis_toke this for o view toword the center of the city, whereos in reority the modern high_
rise buildings stond in Poris's outer ring. (photo by T G J _B . j97g,)

7. A concentration of significant tuealth in the core. Many North Americans think of
the inner city as a zone of poverty and crime. But the cores of most European
cities were very differen_t. Traditionaily, the most expensive and prestigious resi_
dences had been near the city center, creating 

" co.r..nt."tion of wealth at the
heart of the ciry that often endured. There were pockets of poverry nearby and
areas where only those of a certain ethnic background or those practicing a par_
ticular craft would live (see chapter 1r), but the h.art of the preindustrial core
was generally a prosperous area with a variety of small retail stores, cafes, restau-
rants, multifamily residences, and workshop-like factories of craftsmen workers.
Guild houses of the medieval crafts still stood in some preindustrial urban cores,
as did the old trading hall for merchants. Institutional functions also remained
common in the central ciry, incruding governmentar agencies and museums. tsy
contrasr' more recenr immigrants and members of the poorer working .1"r, h"d
moved to the peripheries where rand was cheaper and roi-skills jobs were found.

The Latel Postindusrrial European City
sweeping changes have occurred in the European city over the past five to six decades.
The catalysts for change are:

. The decline of secondary industry

. The rise of tertiary and quaternary activities
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popularion. Among the hardest hit by manufacturing decline were Glasgow,

Manchester, Belfast, Turin, and many cities in the formerly Communist East. Equally

important, waves of foreign immigrant guest workers began arriving in parts of many

cities, causing some longer-term residents to flee.

The United Kingdom, the first country to urbanize massively, also became the first

to feel the effects of counterurbanization in the 1960s. \fest Germany experienced an

almost simultaneous onset of the phenomenon, followed by the Low Countries,

France, and Denmark. In France, the period from1975 to 1982 saw the rural popu-

lation grow more rapidly than the urban population for the first time in well over a

century. Francet Atlantic coastal, Mediterranean, and Alpine provinces gained popu-

lation most rapidly.
Counterurbanization slowed in most countries in the 1980s, leading some urban

geographers to label it as a temporary shift. France experienced a resurgence ofgrowth

i.r th. l".g..t metropolitan afeas by 1990, and only the decaying heavily industrial

cities exhibit long-term population losses. Germany' too, saw a slowing down of coun-

terurbanization in the late 1980s, following 15 years duringwhich the trend intensi-

fied. Today, counterurbanization is occurring most profoundly in eastern Europe. The

cities of the southern Urals region in Russia are among the most severely impacted.

The slowing or reversal of counterurbanization throughout much of Europe can

be attributed in part ro the gentrification of areas within major cities. Gentrification

refers to the rehabilitation of deteriorated or abandoned areas and the concomitant

replacement of low income by more affluent populations. Gentrification can occur

either through the private property market, that is, individuals or firms buying up and

converting areas, or it can be a product of urban redevelopment policies. Both are com-

mon in Europe, and they have made the cities more atffactive places to live for the

middle and upper classes. But the less well-off often face displacement and the prospect

of moving to even less desirable areas.

Generous social welfare policies have blunted the social impacts of gentrification

in some parts of Europe (see Chapter 11), but gentrification can sdll pose significant

challenges for the poor. Perhaps the group most adversely affected consists of urban

squatters, that is, homeless people who illegally take up residence in derelict, empry

buildings. Called kraahers in the Netherlands and squd.ts in Britain, this preponderandy

young group began moving into abandoned central city buildings in the 1960s.

Amsterdam, London, Hamburg, \Zest Berlin, and Copenhagen became the major

scenes of urban squarring. The movement peaked in the 1980s, and it has since largely

succumbed to police pressure and gentrification.
On a more positive nore, rhe gentrification of abandoned areas in old industrial

cities can be a boost to the ciry at large. The redevelopment of former industrial areas

in cities such as Duisburg in Germanyt Ruhr Valley is bringing new people into the

ciry and even attracring some tourists (fig. 10.16). Gentrification is also improving the

fiscal viabiliry of some cities that were struggling from the loss of tax revenue as peo-

ple moved out to the suburbs and beyond.

These general processes have worked together with the economic, social, and tech-

nological developments menrioned at the beginning of this section to change the char-

acter ofthe typical European city to some degree over the past 60 years. But the change
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Certain well-preserved urban central areas have become virtual outdoor museums,
bypassed by the usual range of economic activity. Some central city dwellers complain
that they cannot be expected to live in an unchanging, romanticized setting of past
times. The crumbling architectural heritage of the past is expensive to maintain and
difficult to adjust to the modern age. Venice's core area, largely a historic district, pro-
vides an extreme example. Plagued by flooding, decay, and pollution, Venice's cenrral
area population has declined from 137,000 in 1961 to only 62,000 today.

In an effort to preserve the historic character of central cities while adapting them
to the needs of the twenry-first century, fagadism, that is, the complete gurring and
remodeling of the interior of a building while preserving its fagade, has become
increasingly popular. Ounvardly, buildings look much as they did 500 years ago;

inwardly, they are a product of the Contemporary Era.

THE PREINDUSTRTAL PERIPHERY

The preindustrial periphery is a zone where redevelopment and gentrification has been

particularly concentrated. As a result, in the rypical ciry there are fewer pockets of
poverty in this zone than in previous times. Much of the urban landscape remains his-
toric in character, but it is more likely to be punctuated by modern structure and devel-
opments than is the landscape of the preindustrial core. Former industrial sites are

particularly common candidates for redevelopment. Since this part of the ciry is often
redeveloped in chunks, functional zonation is somewhat higher than in the preindus-
trial core, but it is still low in comparison with the rypical North American city. In
some cases, major upscale shopping districts have developed in this part of the ciry tak-
ing advantage of the proximiry of many well-to-do consumers and easy-to-use public
transportation facilities.

A controlled access perimeter highway now often marks the outer limits of the
preindustrial periphery. Inside that highway, regulations often keep buildings at rela-
tively low heights. Street patterns remain fairly irregular, but there are more thorough-
fares and arteries than in the preindustrial core. In many cases, the mosr important of
these follow the routes of former roads leading out of the medieval ciry. Paris's Avenue
d'Italie, running through the southern part of the cirys preindustrial periphery, is the
old road one would have taken out of the old city to go to Italy. Streer names can be
tricky in Europe, though, as they change frequently, even in places where rhe street
does not take a notable turn. Munich provides an extreme example. Over a length of
only six blocks, one reasonably straight street bears the names Maxburgstrasse, Lcjwen-
grube, Schafflstrasse, Schrammerstrasse, and Hofgraben.

THE INDUSTRIAL SUBURBS

Since these areas were not developed prior to the Industrial Era, most buildings are rel-
atively modern, and many are tall. Modern and tall does not necessarily mean nice,
however. Many were erected hurriedly and cheaply to house an influx of low-wage
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have already reviewed the principal characteristics of these suburbs, including less com-
pact with a mix of nice apartment blocs, stand-alone houses, and tertiary and quater-
nary sector businesses. -X{here single-family houses are found, lots tend to be
considerably smaller than in the suburbs of Canada or the United States, and front
yards are often absent. For the apartment dwellers in this zone as well as in the nicer
industrial suburbs, garden allotments serve in effect as backyards. Large tracts of
kleinglirten (small garden complexes) can be found on the periphery of many German
cities; indeed, this phenomenon has spread to cities throughout Europe. These allot-
ments were intended as places where urban dwellers could escape their apartments and
the unhealthy inner-city environment to the relative solitude of a small hut or garden.
These became increasingly widespread during the nineteenth century when railroads
were being built on a large scale. Hence, these complexes ofren adjoin train tracks.

Generally, population densities are much lower in the postindustrial suburbs, and
street patterns are more regular, a function of modern planning. Nonetheless, it is

much rarer in Europe than in North America to find houses standing off completely
by themselves. Instead, they tend to be built adjacent to one another, crearing a rela-
tively sharp break between urban and rural. The break may be less abrupt than in the
days when city walls were common, but the inertia of a long-standing settlemenr par-
tern with a sharp break between urban and rural may help explain why the edges of
European cities are so much more distinct that their North American counterparts.

Regional Variations

Preceding sections of this chapter perhaps led you to believe that a European rype of
city exists; indeed, some features occur widely. For example, most cities have a prein-
dustrial core, most are compact, and most have an important religious structure, civic
building, or old market square at the cenrer. Still, we have been operating at a very high
level ofgeneralization. Each European city possesses its own distinct characrer and per-
sonaliry and many aspects of European urbanism vary regionally. To provide a little
more sense of some of the differences, it is useful to look at a few of the disdnctive
characteristics ofurban areas in different parts ofEurope (fig. 10.18). Even this exer-
cise requires us to generalize ar a fairly high level, but it provides interesting insights
into the variable influences on urban development found in different parts of Europe.

The British city, more than others in Europe, resembles the urban centers of the
United States, but major differences between the two can also be identified. A high rate
of owner-occupied housing, detached or semidetached single-family residences, as well
as flight to the suburbs of the outer ring characrerize both British and American cities.
Inner urban decay and blighr, coupled with poverry diminishing services, and crime,
af[lict most of the major British conurbations. Britons devote less attenrion to the
preservation of inner-city historic structures than most Europeans do. Concerns over
urban decline and crisis have long been heard in Great Britain. As a result, counrerur-
banization and suburbanization have worked more vigorously in Great Britain than
the rest of Europe. This dispersal also feeds upon the British perception that the real
England lies in the countryside and that the city is an anomalous aberration. Suburban
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Derry, as Irish separatists prefer) has undergone refurbishmenr, the once-blighted East
End district of Glasgow became transformed in the 1980s, and many similar projects
are presently under way. In urban regeneration, the Bridsh city occupies an inrerme-
diate position between those of the United States and wesrern Europe.

The Central European city conforms most closely to what we have been describ-
ing as the typical European city (fig. 10.18). In origin, the Central European city reflects
mainly the period of urban genesis led by Germanic peopies during the feudal Middle
Ages. The early attainment of ciry-state status, which allowed a quasi-democraric form of
government to take root in the Germanic cities while the countryside remained under
feudal despotism, fostered a sense of urban superiority and a strong antirural bias. One
is either a burgher (a city-dweiler) or a bauer (farmer). Ciry governments, visually repre-
sented by the town hall, retain considerable importance. Some cities even preselve a ves-
tige of their former independent ciry-state rule; for example, Hamburg and Bremen
enjoy provincial status within Germany, and Luxembourg remains, in effect, a free ciry-
state. Central European citizens attach great importance to the preindustrial core, the
root of urban self-governmenr and democracy. As a result, central city decay has never
approached the British levels (fig. 10.19). The preindustrial core, wrearhed by parks and
remnant walls, remains a prestigious place to live, and historic preservation and renewal

Figure I 0.1 9. The pteinduslriol cote of the smoll Hession city of Weilburg, on the Lohn
River in Germony. A typicol centrol Europeon city, weilburg perches on on incised
meonder of the river, The urbon core reloins its royol poloce. cothedrol, ond town holl,
Mony people still reside in the centrql city, though new suburbs oppeor in the dis-
tonce. Little evidence of urbon decoy con be found in such ploces. (photo by T.G.J.-
B. r991,)
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Central European ciry falls benveen the exrremes of the British urban area with its rel-
atively high number of single-family residences and the cities of southern and eastern
Europe, where apartment housing prevails. Urban planning and land use zoning enjoy
popular support and have greatly contributed to th. ..rr.*""1, aesthetic appeal, and liv-
abiliry of cities. The pedestrian zone movement began here and still enjoys its greatest
acceprance in central Europe.

In some areas, the problems associated with British cities have raken root in cen-
tral Europe' but they are aggressively combated. Economically depressed industrial
cities in Germanyt Ruhr area and the coalfields of the Belgia.r-Fren.h border region
offer examples of blight and decay, as do many cities in ,h. ."., that long ,.-"Irr.d
under Communist rule.

some central European cities experienced a half-century or more of communist
rule, which imposed rigid socialist control over what had t..n a capitalistic urban
structure. warsaw Budapest,-Leipzig, prague, and Riga provide .*"^pi.r. These cities
all bore the earlier imprint of central European urban cultur., ,.fl..tirrg a long tradi_
tion. socialist ideals and planning never compretery transformed them, tiho,rgh".h"rrg.
did come. In \farsaw, for example, an early Commurrirt-directed residentidLi*ing lf
social groups after 1945 steadily gave way during the following 40 years ro a reemer-
gence of class-based neighborhoods. Budapest became 

"., 
"odd 

amalgamation of
central European and communist urbanism (fig. 10.2r). Most of these cities have

Figure 10.21. A styrized scheme of modern Budopest. A centror Europeon type ofcity in heritoge, Budopest reflects ihot trodition in ils preindustriol core cnd inner ring.A sociolist city from the rote r940s untir 1990, Budopert oc.o.ointif nos peripr,erot
oportment blocks locoted odjocent to industrior complexes.lre r,igh prestige greenbelt represents on onomory for o communist city ond refrects sigiiflcont new infru_ences on urbon deveropment in Hungory, beginning os eorry- os rg70. source:
Enyedi/Szirmoi 1 992, 99.
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beltofprefabricatedhigh-riseapartments'groupedinneighborhoodsof2'000to5'000
people, enjoy easy access to the ciry tt"tt'' Itt comparison to the \fest' a higher propor-

tion of the urban workforce firris .mployment ir manufacturing, construction' and

,r*rfor,",ion, with lower percentag€s in uade' administration' and services'

Other socialist ideais ri'ill lo"g"lt""t a visible legary in the European East' During

the communisr era, authorities sought ,o .o.ru.f the power of the state and the

irrrig.rin."rr.. of the individual person". Governmental buildings of overwhelming size'

reflecting monumentaliry in archi.tecture, ,provide 
one example. oversized public

squares' in which -""'i()titiJ ralies could be held' appear gargantuan' cold' and

empryatotheftimes.,t,,a.n.cultofpersonaliryassociatedwithsomeCommunist
dictatorships, mosr .o..iorrly in Romania ".ti 

Alb",ti", allowed megalomaniacal

leaders to massively *r"rr"f. .tii.r, often destroying much of the beaury from earlier

eras. The p..-Co--.rnirl'J,y Jlt"ppeared from ..it."l Bucharest, and the imprint of

a personaliry cult will long linger there'.

At the same time, infiastritt"" i' decaying alarmingly i1 
Sanr 

eastern European

cities. Shoddity.o.rr,rr,...d and inadeq,r"t.-ly ,i"int"ined buildings abound' The east-

ern European cities irrhrerited these f.om the socialist era' and the cost of correcting

rhem creares enormous fiscal challenges. still, pervasive change has come since the fall

of Communir-. Mo"o*, tttt n""i"l" capital' provides an example' if somewhatatyP'

ical. AJuiy 1gg1 d..re. prorrided for privatir"iion of apartments in Russian cities. In

Moscow, some 25o/o of 
"il 

ho"'ittg h"d btt" privatited lty 1993' as had nearly 5'000

businesses, mainly those engaged i.t co.trumer services. The socialist city had few

shops, but, in Moscow toi"i "t"il oudets abound' from upscale boutiques to

makeshift sidewalk markets. one finds more automobiles. Moscow now has legendary

traffic jams. O". "ko;;d' -o" light' including neon signr One finds more litter'

colo.,otrtdooradvertising,andcrime'Bycontrast'manyCommunistmonuments
have toppled, ""a 

.rr. ,"ii"lirt ,1og".r, that formerly festooned p.ublic places have all

vanished. Nrr.n..o.r, f"ctories tloitd' and the proportion of. 
-h:. 

urban workforce

employed ir-, -"rr*f".t*ring plumm^eted. service ,..to, job, multiplied rapidly, involv-

ing everJthing from .i.rl, ""a 
fast-food workers to ,."ltorr, banks, lawyers, and stock-

brokers. The proportion of Moscow's labor force engaged in service activities passed

50o/o as."rly ", t9g3 
^ndis 

substantially higher today'

A less widespr."d .i,y t;., th. Nordic"city, occur. in Scandinavia and Finland.

More recent i., origin, .nlr.'.iri., generally d"t. fro- rhe seventeenth and eighteenth

centuries, the era of the Swedish Elnpire when new cities were laid out by planners' A

griJ p",r.r" of streets characterizes ,h. .or. of the Nordic ciry, though often that pat-

tern breaks ao*,,, r,1h. suburbs (fig. r0.24). A waterside site was unfailingly chosen

for the Nordic ciry, whether -arin., riverine, or lakeside. of the various European

urbanrypes,theNordicciryistheleastcompact,withbroadavenues;abundantfree-
,,"ndi.g, single-famif residences-(fig' 10.'2;); and spacious open areas' In fact' some

Nordic cities consistlf several differelnt clusters separated by green. space or even farm-

land, heighte.ri.tg tn. di,persed urban character' dtt' g'o* more-abundantly along the

urban streets, ,."."ti"g ,'he strong northern love of foi.rtr. The Nordic ciry is modest

in size, usually n""i"gi*, ,ft^,-, f0O,0O0 inhabitants, and the local industries typically

consist of small n.-l .,-,"t"f"cturing high-qualiry even luxury products' In spite of
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Fioulel0.25.Single-fomilydelqchedprivolehousinginlhesmollswedishmilltown
oid service center of Toob;;t;;6; orovince s'r-'oul*l?J: XliS:;* SLTjffi.tilffiLffi ili;;;; ir tvpi.lr.i smcller urbon ceniers in northern Europe

(Photo bY TG J -B, 1985 )

urbanizedcultureareaintheworld'megalopolisd.evelopmentisnotcommonthere.A
megalopolis forms when adjacent titie' grow until they coalesce' forming a poly-

nucleatedurbancomplex'TheregionfromBostontoW"'hi'tgton'DC'intheUnited
States is a megalopolis. il ;;r. p"?t, of E rrope, land use planning and green belt preser-

vation worked against .n" J.*t.p-ent of megalopolises. Amo:g. the few examples are

Randstad in the Netheri^"Jr fng't0.26) with I.oil...i"t populationof 7'5 million; the

Rhine-Ruhr 1,, *.r...., EJ-"-rrly, 
"on."i,rl.rg 

about t t miilion inhabitants; Lancs-Yorks

in the oid industrial rr.* "r 
E.rgland; DoJ", in eastern ukraine; and the somewhat

more spread-out FlemirhTii".rglJof .tonhern Belgium (fig. 10'27)' These megalopolises

retain more open space ,h"r-r Light b. .tp..,.i, th"r.k to rigorous zoning policies'

Randstad Holland, f", ";;;p[, L,-'''"i.,, doughnut-shaped, due to a largely successful

plan to keep the center (the Green Heart) open (fig' \0'26)'

The area .n.o-p""i"f n"t'd""a Hoiland'-the Rhine-Ruhr' and the Flemish

Diamond contains ,tr. g.."i.r. concentration of cities in Europe' Moving up in scale'

;;;g;;gr"phers make"reference to a great arc of urban areas stretching from Lancs-

yorks to Rome, ,o*"rr*., ca[ed the brt bononobecause of its shape (fig. 10'27)' Since

the urbanized banana Jl*.rr"p*a Syin. atpr, it should not be seen as a zone of con-

tinuous urbanization, b.,t -rr.h of it is an area of unusually high levels of urbanization

andurban-relatedeconomicactivities'Thereare,ofcourse,manyimportantcitiesout.
sideofthebanana,u*.t,"ytendedtobesomewhatmorewidelyseparatedfromone
another and less irrri-"t.ty'i.rterconnected with a wider hyper-urbanized zone'
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Figure 10.27. Europeon megolopolises ond the "Big Bonono" dominote Europe's
core, Sources; After Wessep et ol. 1993; Dielemon ond Foludi I998.

Our focus in this chapter has been on the locational, morphological, and eco-
nomic attributes of European cities. Since the vast majoriry of Europeans live in urban
areas, they play a major role in Europet social and ethnic geography as well. \7e turn
to these matters in the next chapter.
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